Who represents YOU?
(40 points)


This activity is designed to help you find out who your elected officials are.  The United States is a democratic republic.  A republic is a system of government where people voice their concerns and opinions about various public issues through elected representatives.  We vote for these representatives based on how close their views match up to ours.  So, the way that YOU can have a say in how our city, state, and nation is ran is by voting!  In order to complete this activity, you might need to know what your 9 digit zip code is.  If you don’t know what it is you can go to the US postal service website and find out.  The website is http://zip4.usps.com/zip4/welcome.jsp.  Enter your 9 digit zip code here


1. __ __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __.

Local Government


The city of Valparaiso has its own local government to handle building codes, curfews, trash and recycling collection, and other day to day affairs.  There is an executive, legislative, and judicial branch here in Valparaiso.  The chief executive in Valparaiso is called the Mayor.  The police department also falls under the executive branch as it deals with enforcing the laws.  The legislative branch is the Valparaiso City Council.  Although they don’t have the power to make laws, they can adopt city ordinances and decide what to do with our local tax dollars.  As for our Judicial Branch in Porter County, we have four Superior Courts.  They hear cases which deal with traffic violations, local disputes, and other instances of Porter County residents charged with Porter County crimes.  These courts meet in the courthouse downtown on Lincolnway; you’ve probably seen it many times.  To find out more about our Mayor and City Council, go to Valpo’s website (http://www.ci.valparaiso.in.us/index.aspx?NID=27).  You will be able to find your particular City Council member by clicking on “City Council” and then ” member information and districts.” Find and click on the district in which you live on the map of Valparaiso.  You can also check the “Council Minutes” section to find out more about when they meet.   If you don’t live inside the Valparaiso City limits, then your local government is through Porter County, and you can find out who your county council representative is by going to http://www.porterco.org/uploads/media/Map__Porter_County.pdf to find your county district and then to http://www.porterco.org/index.php?id=council to find out your current council representative.  (Note: the county council district map has out of date members on it.  Use it ONLY to find your district!) To find out who Porter County’s judge is for Superior Court #1, go to http://www.in.gov/judiciary/2907.htm ( you’ll have to click on “more local court contact information”). 

2.  Mayor:


3.  City Council (in your district) or County Council Representative (in your district):


4.  How often does the Valparaiso City Council meet?


5.  Who is the judge for Valparaiso County Superior Court #1?

State Government


The chief executive for our nation is the President, but in Indiana we call our chief executive the Governor.  The second in command is called the Lieutenant Governor.  Use the State of Indiana webpage (http://www.in.gov)  to find out who our chief executives are.  Here in Indiana, our legislative branch of government is called the General Assembly.  Like Congress, it is a bicameral legislature (made up of two houses) with a House of Representatives and a Senate.  To learn more about our General Assembly go to http://www.in.gov/legislative/about/your.html.  To discover your representatives go to http://www.in.gov/apps/sos/legislator/search/  (your could also go to the State of Indiana webpage and click on “Who’s Your Legislator?” in the “quick links” box on the upper left corner of the screen).  We have a part of Indiana’s judicial branch here in Porter County. Remember when we talked about Federalism and how both the National Government and the State Governments can set up courts?  Well, the state of Indiana has established many circuit throughout the state, and one of them is here in Porter County.  Like our local Superior Courts, it meets in the Porter County Courthouse.  Indiana also has its own Supreme Court.  To find out who Porter County’s circuit court judge is go to http://www.in.gov/judiciary/2907.htm  To find out more about our Indiana Supreme Court go to http://www.in.gov/judiciary/supreme/

6.  Governor:


7.  Lt. Governor:


8.  Indiana House Representative:


9.  Indiana Senate Representative:


10.  What is the maximum number of members that the Indiana House of 

 

Representatives can have?


11.  What is the age requirement for Indiana Senators?


12.  Who is Indiana’s circuit court judge here in Porter County?


13.  How many justices are on Indiana’s Supreme Court?  

 United States of America


As you should already know, our national government is made up of an executive, legislative, and judicial branch.  This section will help you discover who your representatives are in those three branches.  Our executive branch of government enforces the laws.  To find out the leaders in our executive branch go to http://www.whitehouse.gov/.  At the top of the page there should be links for the President and Vice President.  As for the legislative branch, they are called Congress and they make the laws.  It is a bicameral Congress with a House of Representatives and a Senate.  To find your representatives in the House go to http://www.house.gov/   and enter your zip code in the top left corner of the screen.  Go to http://www.senate.gov/ to find out who our Senators are.  Our judicial branch of government interprets the laws, or in other words, determines what the laws mean and if they are in agreement with our Constitution.  The first level of our federal court system is the district court.  We are in the Northern Indiana district, and our closest court building is Hammond.  To find out who our district court judges are go to http://www.innd.uscourts.gov/ and click on  “judges” on the top of the page.  The highest court in the land is the Supreme Court.  To find out more about the Supreme Court and its current members go to http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_the_United_States.  Scroll down to the “current composition” section of the article to find out who are the justices that currently serve on the court.


14.  President:


15.  How long did our Vice President serve as a senator before becoming Vice President?

16.  Your Indiana Representative in the House:


17.  Both Senators representing Indiana:


18.

19.  The Chief Judge for our Federal District Court:

20.  Chief Justice of the Supreme Court:

