8th grade Social Studies – US History (1607-1877)
Mr. Cvelbar 

Room 005 

scvelbar@valpo.k12.in.us

mrcvelbarhistorypage.weebly.com
Course Description: 
This class will examine the history of the United States, essentially from the English discovery of North America through the Civil War.  During the course of the year, we will also study aspects of geography, government, and economics, as well as discussing current events.    
Course Objectives:  
To provide an intensive survey of early American History, based on Indiana State Standards, which will allow students to discuss, analyze, and interpret past, present, and future events.  
Course website: 

mrcvelbarhistorypage.weebly.com  -  Here you will find class information, PowerPoint presentations, homework assignment, links, etc. 
Supplies:  

· Two pocket folders (2)
· Notebook 
· Red and Black pen
· Basic set of colored pencils (for map activities)
· Book cover 

How to Succeed:   
It’s simple.  Do your reading.  Listen and engage your mind in our class discussions and lectures.  Use your study guide to study for your tests.   Do those three things, and you will ace this class.  
Expectations:  
1.
Listen to the music       
2.
Ask if you don’t get it
3.
Complete your work 

4.
Read the board when you enter the room 

5.
Write the proper heading on all your papers 
· Refer to the poster in the front of class
       6.   Respect your teacher and your class mates
7.
Arrive prepared to class  
· Textbook, folder, student handbook, pencil 
8.
Use your student handbook 

9.
Find out what you missed 

10. Stay in your seat 
· You must raise your hand to leave your seat

· Do not line up at the door before the bell 

· I dismiss you, not the bell  
Late Work policy: 
Late work is any work you turn in after I ask for it.  I will accept late homework for half credit any time during the grading period.  Other projects/reports will be docked one letter grade for each day late.  
Extra Help:
It would be my pleasure to answer your questions or help you in any way during my office hours, which are Monday and Tuesday after school until 3:30.  If those times don’t work for you, just talk to me and we’ll find another time to get together. 

Grading Scale:   
I will always round up to the nearest point if the decimal place is .5 or higher   


          100-98      -         A+









            97-93
  -         A



            92-90   
  -         A- 



            89-87
  -         B+



            86-83   
  -         B



            82-80   
  -         B- 

                                      79-77   
  -         C+

                                      76-73   
  -         C

                                      72-70   
  -         C- 

                                      69-67   
  -         D+  

                                      66-63  
  -         D

                                      62-60     
  -         D- 

                                     59-below  -         F 
Extra Credit:  
You may gain up to 50 extra credit points each 9 weeks through any combination of the options below, but only one submission from each category will be accepted during a grading period.  You must have all other assignments turned in for extra credit to be accepted.  


    5-10 pts 
· Kleenex – 1st quarter only!!  Bring in a tissue box for five points. Two box (10 pts) maximum.  

· Decoration - Bring in some sort of room decoration.  This can be created or purchased.  It must be something appropriate and relating to my current decorating themes of US History, Cincinnati, or Music. 
· Quote Poster - Make a decorative poster (half poster board) of a favorite/inspirational quote from one of our founding fathers.  The letters should be large enough to read from across the room, and the author of the quote needs to be listed.  The more effectively the quote is illustrated, the more points you will receive. On the back of the poster, you should cite the source of your quote, just like you would for a bibliography; refer to your student handbook for proper form.  


    5-15 pts 

· Letter to a Soldier - Write a letter to an anonymous US soldier overseas. Thank them for their sacrifice and service, ask them any questions you have, and tell them a little bit about yourself.  It must be submitted in an unsealed, return-addressed, stamped envelope to be accepted. Fill in the return address, but NOT the delivery address.  I can arrange for your letter to be delivered to a female or male soldier, so if you have a preference, please specify.   


    5-50 pts  
· Freestyle - Complete a project about an event/theme that we discussed during the current 9 weeks.  Basically, produce something creative that relates to the time period we have been studying.  This could be a model, painting, drawing, song, reenactment, video, poem, short story, or anything else you may think of.  I do not want reports.  You may work with partners but be aware that you will be dividing the points among your partners as well.  Please clear your ideas with me beforehand.  

· Read one of the books on our American History reading list and complete an AR test (with an 80% score or better) over it.  Talk to me about scheduling your AR test once you have completed your book.  The book list is posted in class, but other historical novels or non-fiction books might be eligible as well, so if you have something in mind, see me.  Books vary in length and point value.  
