Constitution Study Guide
Know the following terms:

bicameral






checks and balances




federalism






ratify


delegated powers





constitution 

reserved powers





jurisdiction

concurrent powers





veto

legislation 






popular sovereignty
appeal







Executive Departments
impeach






republic

democracy






Amendment



Enumerated vs. Implied powers  (elastic clause)
Filibuster




constituent 






Presidential Cabinet
Be certain that you understand the following topics: 
· Qualifications for office, the term lengths and term limits, if any, for the
      President, Supreme Court Justices, and members of the House and Senate.

· Differences between the House and Senate – specific duties

· Titles and roles of the leaders of the House and Senate.

· # of members for each house of Congress

· How a bill becomes a law 

· Committee system in Congress 

· How our electoral college works 

· How we amend our Constitution 

· Which federal officers our president appoints 

· Three branches of government, who they are and what they do
· Federal court system – who establishes the courts,  3 levels, etc.
· Bill of Rights—how it came about and the rights which are included.
· The name of our Governor 

· The name of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 

· primary duties and responsibilities of the branches of government

Use the charts on pages 183 and 184 in your textbook to prepare for this test.  In addition, you should study your PowerPoint outlines, homework assignments, and viewing guides on the three branches of government and the amendments to the Constitution. 
Complete the chart on back 
Essay:   

The United States Constitution is the longest lasting written constitution in existence today.  One of the reasons it has been so successful is because of the framers’ decision to separate the power within the government into 3 branches and create a system of checks and balances to balance that power equally.  Your assignment is to explain and describe that system of checks and balances, showing how it works by using specific examples from each branch of government.   Your essay should include the following:  

Introduction

Introductory paragraph describing the separation of powers in our government and the checks and balances embedded into the system.  Be sure to explain what it is, how it works, and why the founders thought it was important to have this system of government. 

Body (three paragraphs)

One paragraph devoted to each branch of government.  Begin by describing the branch and explaining its powers.   Then, show how the system of checks and balances works by giving specific examples of how each branch’s power is checked by the other branches.   Be sure to include all checks on the branch in question. 
Concluding Paragraph

Concluding paragraph that summarizes the purpose of the system of checks and balances; give an example of its importance in the United States today.

The Essay is due on Tuesday March 11.  2 extra credit points will be given for typed essays. 

